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certain clinical situations. Traditional tests for detecting the presence of acute phase proteins have high sensitivity but can be falsely positive. Routine laboratory tests for the presence of these acute phase proteins, including fructosamine and uric acid, do not discriminate between false and true positive results. We performed a prospective study to determine whether the use of these tests, in

addition to acute phase proteins, would decrease the number of false-positive results. Blood samples were obtained from 89 patients, most of whom had clinical or laboratory evidence of infection. Blood was drawn twice, with a time interval of one to two weeks. The samples were tested for the presence of fructosamine, uric acid, and the acute phase proteins C-reactive protein (CRP),
alpha-1-acid glycoprotein (alpha-1AGP), and serum amyloid A (SAA). A total of 7 patients (7.8%) had elevated fructosamine concentrations (at least twofold above the upper reference limit) in addition to elevated concentrations of CRP, alpha-1AGP, or SAA. This result was confirmed by repeat testing (two patients), or by other clinical evidence of disease or medication (five patients). Six of

these seven patients had chronic diseases or conditions associated with increased fructosamine. The results of fructosamine tests do not allow the differentiation of patients with acute phase protein elevation from patients with chronic disease. The combination of tests for acute phase proteins and fructosamine, therefore, is a useful screening test for identifying those patients at risk of having
false-positive results.Ocular histoplasmosis syndrome, the real big "E". Ocular histoplasmosis syndrome (OHS) is the most common cause of acquired infectious uveitis in the United States and its incidence is increasing. OHS is caused by Histoplasma capsulatum, a dimorphic fungus and the cause of the skin disease, histoplasmosis. It was first described in two young women in Ohio in 1955 and
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